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down a tree, went bald all over and wandered about until
he met a female gorilla to whom, by some strange accident,
the same impulse had occurred, a very very remarkable
coincidence if you come to think of it, and that together they
started the human race. I find that improbable to the pitch
of absurdity."
"It is. It's a caricature. But have you ever looked into the
evidence ? Do you know how the case really stands ? "
" Why should I ? I believe with most rational people
that this world was Created, and man and woman came
straight from the hand of God, made in his image. How else
could the world come about ? How did it begin ? We have
age-long traditions, that great literature we call the Bible.
I ask you plainly. Do you deny the Creation ? That is to say,
do you deny the Creator ? "
The young man felt the chill of unpopularity about him.
" I deny the Creation," he said.
" Then you deny your 'Creator ? "
" Well if you must have it—yes."
A breath of reprobation ruffled the gathering.
" But you mustn't say that I " said the little lady in mittens.
" You really mustn't say that."
" No, you can't say that," said Edward Albert decisively.
Mrs Doober n^urmured ambiguously as became her position,
and even her down-trodden and practically negligible niece
was faintly audible in reprobation.
" Forgive me if I smile," said Mr Chamble Pewter. " But
I have this confounded sense of humour of mine. I suppose it's
really a sense of proportion. But now I'm speaking out, let me
say plainly that you scientific people would be insufferable if
your ideas had anything like the importance you claim for
them. Imagine it. Think of the churches, the cathedrals,
the countless good works, the martrydoms, the saints, the vast
legacy of art and beauty, the music drawing its inspiration
from the divine fount, for all music to begin with was religious,
the institution of family life, purity, love, chivalry, kingship,
loyalty, the crusades, Benedictine, Chartreuse, the wines of
France, hospitals, charities, the whole rich fabric of Christian

